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HE following SERMON had nei- 
ther been Preach'd nor Publiſh'd, had 
jor the Author thought there had been 
great Occaſion for it. But he is one of thoſe 
ho thinks that he does not act the part 
f a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, in being ſi- 
ent when the Office he is in is ſo very rudely 
Ind violently attacqued. He expects in- 
Weed not to eſcape Without ſome Reflecti- 
dns. The SERMON may perhaps in 
he witty way of the ſecond Defender of 
e Rights, &c. be ſtyPd 4 Pulpit Blundere 
ſs ; or He himſelf in the more courtly and 
nannerly way of the Author of the Caſe 
F Liturgies reviewed, be repreſented as fe- 
litiouſly bellowing out his Complaints. But 
he Author dec ares, twas none of his de- 
ig 
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is now in the Kingdom, but rather, if po 


The Publiſher 50 the Reader. 
ſign to encreaſe the unhappy ferment th 


ſible, to lay it, by ſhewing, that the Cle 
oy of the Engliſh Church are not ſuch To 
and Villains as their Enemies induſtrioul 
ly repreſent them to be. He owns indeed 
that he had ſaid nothing of the DoQtin 
of Non-reſiſtance, had he not found the Cle. 
gy ſo very heavily loaded and calumniatel 
on account of it, becauſe he is ſenſible, th 
at this time a great many are apt to cos 
ſtrue whatever is ſaid on that Head as def 

ſigned againſt the late Happy Revolutin 

But the Author declares. he had no ſuch de. 

ſign, and therefore deſires the Reader ty 

obſerve, that he has neither defended n B 


ſpoken ain} the Doctrine of Mon- reſiſt am, 


but only ſhewn, that the Clergy of thi 
Church are unjuſtly charg'd with being th 


Teachers of it, ſo as deſigning thereby to is 


troduce Tyranny and Arbitrary Powe, WM > 
To conclude, the Author would be glu 


to ſee Men's Jealouſies and Fears laid, and 


that inſtead of meddling with things that 10 
we have nothing to do with, we would ;þ 
ſtudy to be quiet, and mind our ow w 
Buſineſs. 1 . 


1 CO R. IV. . 


Being defamed we intreat : We are made as the 


filth of the World, the off: n of all —_ 
unto this 4. | 


IS what was foretold by way of Cau- 
tion to his Apoſtles by our Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt, that they ſhould be * ba- 

A. tedof all Men, be reviled and evil ſpo- 
ken of falſely for bis Name's ſake. And this was what 
they very often experienc'd the Truth of, They 
were repreſented as a parcel of Men, who, where. - 
ever they came, turn d the World upſide down, as ex- 


' ceedingly troubling every place they came into ; and 


teaching Cuſtoms which were not lawful to be receiv d 
and fore). In ſhort, they, as the Religion they 
were the Miniſters * were 1 won ſpoken a- 
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Mat. 10. 22. Mat. 5. 11. Act; 28.21. 1 Cor. 4. 12. 


gainſt 
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Ag _ 
gainſt: They were reviled, perſecute d, defamed, made 
as the Filth of the World, the refuſe and off-ſcour- 
ing of all things. And all this ill Treatment was 
owing to the Doctrine they taught; a Doctrine di. 
rectly contrary. to Fleſh and Blood, that ſtruck at 
the Luſts and Paſſions of Men, that taught them 
to * crucifie the Fleſh, to mortiſie the Deeds of the 
Body, to endure the Croſs, to deſpiſe the Shame, to 
deny themſelves, and bring every thought and ima. 
gination into Captivity to the - Obedience of Chriſt, 
Tis indeed no wander, that conſidering all this 
the Men who thus preached 'fhould be hated o 
all Men, and look'd on as thoſe who were for 
unſettling things where-ever they came. Tis an 
unpleaſing and unwelcome Task to encounter the 
darling Luſts and favourite Prejudices of Man- 
kind : Men are but too apt to take thoſe for 
their Enemies, who will be ſo plain and honef 
as to tell them the Truth. I 

And all this the Apoſtles were very ſenſible 
of, and accordingly were arm'd and prepar'd for 
the worſt they could on this Account meet with. 

Being reviled, they bleſs d, being perſecuted, they ſuf- 

fer d, being defamed, they entreated. They did all 
they could to remove the Prejudices conceived a- 
gainſt them, and to cauſe Men to entertain a 
juſter and better Opinion of them. For that 
they knew that the Religion they taught would 
ſuffer by the reproach which they underwent. 
If they were thought ill of, and had a mean and 

_ deſpicable Opinion conceiv*d of them, their Do- 
ctrines would not be thought very well of, nor be on 

very highly eſteem'd. "1 s 
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The Enemies of our Holy Religion are well a- 
ware of this. and *tis for that very reaſon that 
their Forces are directed againſt the Chriſtian 
Prieſthood, and all the ſuccours of an envenom'd 


Spite and malicious Wit are call'd in on the oc- 


caſion. They know very well that thoſe Ayſte- 
ries they are ſuch Enemies to, won't long pre- 
ſerve. their Credit after the Srewards of them 
come to be believed to be unfaithful and corrupted. 
That that Goſpel of Reconciliation won't be much 
regarded when the Ambaſſadors and Miniſters of it 
are become as deſpicable and nauſeous as the 


filth of the World, and the Off-ſcouring of all 


'Tis not therefore on our own Account that 
when we are defamed, we entreat ; we can for 


| our own parts ſuffer Fools gladly, and rejoyce that we 


are counted worthy to bear ſuch Reproach on ſo good 
an Account. But we are not inſenſible that the 
reaſon of our being thus treated is, that the way 


of Truth may be evil ſpoken of ; and they who 


now hold and embrace it may be pervert- 
ed and ſet againſt it - We own indeed that we 
* ſpeak like Fools in commending our ſelves, 
but you ſee that we are compelled to it : 
Beſides, that 'tis our Duty to | magnifie our 


_ Office, not to ſuffer that to be debaſed and vi- 
lifed. Fs 


Many have been the Attempts of. theſe late 
Years to blacken and deſtroy the Reputati- 
on of the Engliſh Clergy. They have been re- 
mg by their Enemies as affecting the 
ame Power, and contending for the ſame 
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* Independency with that which the popiſh Cler. 


gy affect and deſire. But, not contented with 
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* That the Reader may ſee what that Inde pendency FR which 
the Engliſh Clergy lay claim to, I beg leave ro tranſcribe their 


own Words as [et down in The Inſtitution of a Chriftian Man, 


ſubſerib'd to by them, and publiſhed by the King's Authority, 
M D. XXXVII. All byſſhoppes and p2eachers ſhall 
inſtruct and teche the people, commptted unto their 
ſpyrituall charge, Fyrſte,howe that Chꝛiſte and his a; 
poſteles dyd inſfitute and oꝛdeyne in the newe te- 
ſtament, that beſydes the civile powers and go⸗ 


vernaunce of kynges and pzincis (whiche is cal | 


led Poteſtas gladii the power of the ſwerde) there 
ſhulde alſo be continually in the churche milptant 
certaine other mynyſters oz. offycers whiche ſhulde 


have ſpeciall power, audoꝛitie and commiſſion 


under Chzeiſte fo pꝛeache and teche the wozd of 


God unto his people. fo dyſpenſe and admynylter 


the ſacramentes of God unto them, and by the 
ſame to conferre and gyve the graces of the ho- 
iy geoſte. fo conſecrate the bleſſed bodye of Chz ofte 
in the ſacramente of the aulter. to looſe and ab 


ſople from ſynne all perſones, whiche be duly pe⸗ 


nitent and ſozpe fo2 the ſame. to bynde and to 
extommunitate ſuche as be gylfie in manyfeſte 
crymes and ſynnes, and wylle not amende theyr 
defaultes, to 02d2e and conſecrate others in the 
ſame rome, oꝛder, and offpce, whereunto they be 
called, and admitted themſelfe. and fynally to fede 
Chaiſtis people lpke good paſtours and recours 


(as the apoſtele callethtgem) with their holſome 


doctrine That this offyce, this power, and 


audozitie, was commptted and gyven by Chailte 
and his apoſtelles, unta certayne perſons only, 


that is fo ſay, unto prieſtes oz by hops whom 
they 


(9) 

iis, the whole Order has been ſtruck at, and the 
hriſtian Prieſthood in general, inſi nvated to be a 
eedleſs Order and Inſtitution and what the Chri- 
ian Church may well enovgh be withont. At firſt 
deed theſe Reflections were made ſlyly, and in 
e dark; but of late the Authors of them have 
22rnt to ſpeak out plainly, and without reſerve, 
ſomuch that it may be truly affirm'd, that in a 
hriſtian Country, and under a Chriſtian Govern- 
ment; 


1 138 bo 2 . 


ep dpd elece, calle, and * thereunto, bp 
cir pꝛaper, and impoſition ol their handes. 
Chat the Juriſdpction commptted unto prieſtes 


h in thꝛe ſpectal pointes. \ 

The fyrſte is to rebuke and repꝛehend ünne; 
nd to excommunicafe the manifeſte and obſtinate 
nners, that is to fay to ſeparate, exclude and re- 
lle from the communion and perception of the 
acramentes, and fo rejec and caſte out of the con⸗ 
regafion and company ol Chziltis people ſuch 
crſons, as have manifeſtly” committed moztal- / 
ynne, and doo obſfinately perſever in the ſame; 
nd fo abſoyle and receyve them ageyne, whan ſo 
ver they ſhall returne unto the churche by condigne 
enance 
The ſeconde poynte— is fo appꝛove and ad- 
nytte ſuche perſones, as (beinge nominated, elec- 
d, and pꝛeſented unto them to erercyle thoft.ce 
nd rome of pꝛeachynge the goſpel) ſhall be thought 
Info them mete and wo2thy fo exercyſe the ſame, 
nd to rejece and repelle from the ſayde roume 
the as they ſhall judge to be unmete therefoze; | 


\ 
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d byſhops by thaucto2ife of goddis lawe, conſiſt⸗ . 


GI 
| ment, never was the Chriſtian Prieſthood aſlaul; 
cd in a more violent, malicious and publick may 
| ner. But the Spirit of Apoſtacy has always ben are 
= 
| 


obſerv'd to be moſt bitter and cruel; and ther 
fore the Chriſtian Religion was obſerved to gie. 


more deeply wounded,and more ſeverely reproac Ch. 

| ed by Julian than by any of its profeſs'd Ever 

Wt mies and Oppoſers that were Heathens. Wit | 
| | __ ow 


a or, 


— 


The thyrde poynt.— is to make and the 
| deyne certapne rules oz canons concernynge haue 
days, faſtynge days, the maner and ceremonies h luck 
1 be uſed in the mynyſfrafton of the ſatramentiz War! 
= the manner of ſyngynge the pſalms and ſpy real 
| fnalle hymnes, (as ſapnte paule calleth theyn)|MCb: 
—_ | the diverſitie of degzees amaiſe the miniſter; lan 
| and the maner of their oznaments, and kynal ver. 
concernyng luche other rites, ceremonies au re 
obſervaunces, as do tende and conduce to the pete © 
ler vation of quietneſs and decent ozder to be uf hy 
and uſed among the people, when they ſhall Ker b 
allembled together in the temple, _——— that ty ele 
chꝛiſten pꝛincis dpd alſo gyve unfo pꝛieſtes am nen 
bpyſhops further power and juriſdiction in certayu bert 
other tempozal and civile matters, lpke as by ty rau 
lawes, ſtatutes, immunities, pꝛivpledges, ang em 
grauntes of pꝛincis made in that behalfe, and n 
the uſes alſo and cuſfomes of ſundzy realmes aue. 
regions it doth manykeffly appere. And theres 
it was, and ſhall be always lefull unto the (apt 
kinges and p2incis, and theyr ſuccelicurs, withty nell 
ronſent cf theyr parlyamentes, to revoke and tall dein 
agayne into theyr owne handes oꝛ otherwyſe to ha 
ffrayne all the power and juriſdiction, whiche wo ram 
gyven and aſſigned unto pꝛieſtes and byſhoppes t 
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( 1x ) 
One would indeed hope, that in a Kingdom 
and Country where Chriſtianity is eſtabliſh'd by 
the kgown Laws, and where Kings and Queens 
are the Nurſing Fathers and Mothers of it, there 
ould be no need of any Defences and Apolo- 
ies of this Nature. One would hope that the 

hriſtian Prieſthood ſhould be Honour'd and Re- 
verenc'd,” and all Attempts to vilifie and bring 
it into diſgrace ſhould, by the publick Authority, 


the lycence, conſent, ſuffcraunce, and auctozitie of 
the ſayde kynges and pꝛincis, and not by thaucozifie 
Wof god and his goſpel : whan ſa ever they ſhall have 
uch gꝛoundes and cauſes fo to do, as ſhall be necef- 
ſary holſome, and expedient fo2 the wele of theyr 
realmes, the rep2eſſynge of vice, and thencreaſe of 
Chiltis faith and religion, which notwith⸗ 
ſtandynge we mape not thynke, that it doth ap⸗ 
perteyne unto thoifice of kynges and p2inces, to 
W2cache and teache, fo admyniftre the ſacramentes, 

to abſople, fo excommunicate, and ſuche other | 


thynges belongynge fo thoTce and admpniſtration 
ef byſhops and 1 705 but we muſk thynke and 
thx ele ve that God onffifuted and made chꝛiſten 
am kyngs and pꝛintis, to be as the chief heedes and a⸗ 


gerlookers over the faide pꝛieſtes and byſhoppes, to 
tauſe them to adminiſter theyr office and power 
committed unto. them, purely and ſincerely. and 
— caſe they ſhall be neglygent in any parte there- 
„to cauſe them to ſupplye and repaire the ſame 
zgeyne, And god hathe alſo commanded the ſayde 
pꝛieſtes and biſhoppes, to obey with all humble- 
neſſe and reverence, al the lawes made by the ſaid 
2incts, beinge not contrarye to the lawes of god, 
whatſoevec they be: and that not onely propter 
Iram, but alſo propter * 0 
2 E 
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be quaſh'd and filenc'd. But when * the moſt in. 
portant Truths of Chriſtianity are attack'd with Inſ. 
lence and great Rudeneſs, and its Ordinances all dt. 
cryed by every petulant and idle Writer, the Mini. 
ſters of Religion have no reaſon to wonder that 
ſo buge Contempt is pour d daily on them, that the) 


| have trials of cruel Mockings, and are as it were dt. 


* 


ſtitute and afflicted. _ 
Since then that things are ſo, that the Chri. 


ſtian Prieſthood is thus defamed, that our Holy 
Religion is by this means abuſed, and the Pro-] 


feſſors of it tempted to make Shipwrack of their 
Holy Faith; I hope it will not be offenſive i 
we do entreat, and when we thus ſuffer Re. 
proach, vindicate our ſelves, and magniſie on 


CE, 

The main things that the Clergy of this Churd 
have been accus'd of are, | 
© Firſt, That they aſſume to themſelves the Name 
of the Church, which, it's ſaid, properly belong 
to the People, and thereby Lord .it over God) 
Heritage. | 

Secondly, They have been accuſed as a ſelf. inter. 
| eſted, deſigning body of Men, who make a gain af 

Godlineſs, and have invented Doctrines for their 

own Advantage. Ee Ds 
 _ Thirdly, They have been defamed as Ene. 
mies to the Liberty of the People, and preach 
ing vp and teaching Arbitrary Power and $1 
666-1 ES | | 
 Fourthly. They have been accus'd of being ut- 
terly againſt a Toleration of thoſe who differ 
from them in matters of Religion, 


2 Vide a Sermon preached before the Queen at St. Paul 
2-19 1708. Dy Williom Lord Biſbep of $6 Ala; * | 


Firſ, 


Cnz) 


Firſt, The Clergy of this Church are repreſent- 


Ms 

ed as aſſuming to themſelves the Name of the 
4. Church. In anſwer to which 'tis falſe in Fact, 
ni. that we do aſſume to our ſelves the Name of the 
ha Church in Diſtinction from or without the Peo- 


ple: As they who accuſe us of this, affirm that 
the Church is properly the People without any 
appropriated among them to miniſter in Holy 
Things. An Aſſertion not only contrary to the 
Holy Scriptures, but to all the Ancient Chriſtian 
Writers. We acknowledge that the true Notion 


eit 
i of Faithful Men, of ſuch as believe in Jeſus Chriſt. 
de. But then we affirm too that 'tis ſuch a Congre- 
or gation of Faithful Men, as has in it the pure Word 

| of God preached, and the Sacraments duly admini- 
«BM fred; which we do affirm cannot be done but by 

| thoſe who are lawfully called to this Office and. Ad- 
me miniſtration, and ſent to execute the ſame, We own 
125 indeed that all the Lords People are Holy, that they 
dB are called with an Holy Calling, but that they take 


too much upon them, when they preſume, on their 
own Heads, to miniſter for others in things per- 


of Wl taining unto God. The Apoſtle expreſly declares 
eit that God has ſer ſome in the Church, not all, to 

be Prophets and Teachers, and therefore concludes 
ne. that all who are Chriſtians, or belong to the 
ch; WW Chriſtian Church are not * Teachers. Nothing 


ſtians, f ſome are ſet over others by the Lord; 
That theſe are to || have the rule over them whom 
they are ſet over; + That they are to watch for 
their Souls; * to ſpeak to them the Word of God; 


88 


' 1 Cor: 12.28, 29. Ephe 4. 11. + 1 Tbeſt. 5, 12. || Heb. 
13.7, + Heb. 13. 17, * Heb, 13+ 7+ 1 
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of a Chriſtian Church is, that 'tis a Congregation 


can well be more expreſs than'that among Chri- 


A 


(14) 
& to labour in the Word and Doctrine; | to reprove, 
rebuke and exhort Nay || to ſpeak, exhort, and re. 
luke with all Authority ; and to ſtop the Lords of 
umuly and main Talkers, and Decei ders. To theſe 
thus given for the work of the Miniſtry, Chriſtians 
are required + ro ſubmif themſelves ;, to acknowledge 
and own them as their Superiours, who labour a. 
mong them, to eſteem tbem very highly, and to obey and 
ſubmit themſelves to them, Nothing ſure can be 
more plainly intimated by all this, than that 
Chriſt has inveſted a Power and Authority in 

e of the Members of his Church over the ref 
And that therefore they who are thus raiſed to 
a Superiority over the reſt of their fellow Chi- 
ſtians, do not lord it over God's Heritage, in ex- 
ecuting that Power and Authority they are inve. 
ſted with. | 5 5 | 
But it has been urg'd, that all theſe Expreſſions 
in the ſacred Writings relate only to the Apo- 
Mes, and firſt Teachers of Chriſtianity, and that no 
therefore they are wrongfully and miſapplied to bu 
the preſent Miniſters of Religion. PL 
But this ſeems to be ſaid without any Proof IM ho! 
fince beſides that our Lord's Promiſe of heing 
with his Apoſtles, * always even unto the end of ing 
the World, cannot be verified without ſappoſing WM hol 
them to have ſome to ſucceed them in the work MW for 
of the Miniſtry. To what purpoſe are other! ond 
beſides the Apoſtles ordain'd to the Miniſtry of ſelv 
the Saints? However can any reaſon be given that 
why Timothy and Titus, are ordered + to commit MW To 
the things they bad heard from the Apoſtles, to Faith- ¶ Chu 
53 ; 3 3 — nz 
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1 Tim. . 7. 12 Im 4. 2. Te. 2. 15. 1. 10, 1. #1 
Cor. 16. 16. 1 Iheſ. 5. 12 Heb. 13. 17. Y vid. By. 
Seihingfleet's Irenicum pt . ad. Cap. 2, f 2 Tim. 2. . 


i 


Titus lo 5. 


N 
ful Men who ſhould be able to teach otbers alſo; and 
to ordain ' elders in every City, if none were to be 
employed after the Apoſtles in the Work of the 


Miniſtry ? - ; 
It has been ſaid this was to plant the Goſpel, 


and lay the Foundation of Chriſtianity, but that 


after that was done, there was no need of a par- 
ticular order of Men to preach it, and inſtruct 
Men in the Knowledge of it. But it ought to 
be remembred, that God's ſetting ſome in the 
Church to be Paſtors and Teachers, was for the 


| edifying or building it vp, not barely laying its 


Foundation. Nay it's expreſly faid to be * for the 
perfecting of the Saints, till we all come in the unity 


| of the Faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 


unto a perfect Man, unto the meaſure of the Stature 


| of the fulneſs of Chriſt. And therefore the buſineſs ._ 
of theſe Paſtors and Teachers is declared to be 
not only to teach what was not known before, _ 


but to + put Men in remembrance of what they 

knew already, to Admoniſh, Rebuke, and Ex- 

hort. Is N 
Beſides, let it be conſider'd whether the argu- 


ing of the Apoſtle with the {| Corinthians will not 


hold now as well as then. There ſeems to've been 
ſome in that Church, who thought themſelves 
under no manner of Obligation to ſubmit them- 
ſelyes to any one, as being all Spiritual, and on 
that account Equal to even the Apoſtle himſelf, 
To theſe our Apoſtle replies, That the Chriſtian 
Church is one Body, having many Members be- 
longing to it, that it was not one Member, but 
many. And that God hath ſet theſe Members, 
eyery one of them in the Body, as it hath pleaſed 


* 


Epb. 4. 12. 13. 12 Pet. 1 12. || 1 Cor. 13. 1 85 
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Him. Some: were Eyes and Hands, others Ear; 
and Feet; ſome were Paſtors and Teachers, others 


were not ſo, and that if they were, all one Mem. 


ber, there would be no body. May not the ſame be 
ſaid now? You that ſay all the Lord's People are Hoh, 
and accordingly murmur againſt the Chriſtian 
Prieſthood, as taking too much upon it, are you 


not Members in particular of the Body of Chriſt? 
and becauſe you are not an Eye, or an Hand, have 
you therefore any juſt reaſon to Complain ? If 


the whole Body were an Eye as you ſeem to think 


it ought to be, where were the Hearing? If al 
are Teachers and Governours, where are they who 


are to be taught and govern'd ? This is therefore 
to make a Monſter of the Body of Chriſt, and to 
alter that order and diſpoſition which God has 
been pleaſed to be the Author of. . 

As to the matter of Fact, nothing can be mote 
plain than that there never was a Chriſtian Church 
without its Paſtors and Teachers. * St. Clement 
of Rome aſſures us that the Apoſtles ordain'd the 
firſt Fruits of thoſe who were converted to Chri- 
ſtianity by their Preaching the Word, to be the 
Biſhops and Miniſters of thoſe who ſhould after- 
ward believe. f Ignatius is very expreſs that, 
that is not called a Church which is without Bi. 
ſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. And St. Jerom de- 


Nn i. ad. OLE - 
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edit. Cleric. Antwerp. 1700. | 
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clares, * That that is not a Church which has 


ether like Authorities from the Ancieats has 
lately been oppos'd one ſingle Paſſage. out of 
Tertullian, F that where. there are three, though 
they are Laicks, there is a Church. But belides 
that the very term Laicks ſuppoſes that there were 
Clerici or Clergy ; the ſame Father in the very 
ſame Place diſtinguiſhes between Ordo and Plebs, 
the Clergy and People. | 1 


In which Words Tertullian contends, that the 
Common Prieſthood of all Chriſtians is of one and 
the ſame kind with the publick Prieſthood of the 
Chriſtian Church, and is accordingly to be refer'd 


to the ſame Publick Offices of the Church. But 


— 
——_— ³·˙ 
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* Eccleſia non eſt quæ non habet ſacerdotes. Adv. Luci. p. 195. 
edit. Par. 160 1. . - 

S:.Cyprian's definition of the Chriſtian Church is, plebs ſacer. 
doti adunita, & paſtori ſuo grex adhærens, Ep. 66. Edit: 


Oxon. 

Irenzus ſpeaks of Biſhops being in the Church ever ſince 
the Chriſtian Church has been. Habemus annumerare eos qui 
ab Apoſtolis inftituti ſunt Epiſcopi in Eecleſiis. & ſucceſſores 
eorum uſque ad nos, Lib 2. cap. 3. and Tertullian in his Book 
de præſcript. c. 32. challenges the Heretickt, Edant ergo origi- 
nes Ecclefiarum ſuarum, evolvant ordinem epiſcoporum ſuo- 
rum, ita per ſucceſſiones ab initio decurrentem, ut primus ille 


Epiſcopus aliquem ex Apoſtolis, vel Apoſtolici viris———ha- 


buerit auctorem & anteceſſorem. Hoc enim modo Eccleſiæ. 

+ The whole paſſage in Tertullian 2: Different iam inter Ordi- 
nem & plebem conſtituit Eccleſiæ auctoritas, & honor per Or- 
init conſeſſum ſauctifcatus, adeo ubi Eccleſiaſtici Ordints 
non eſt conſeſſus, & offers & tinguis & ſacerdos es tibi ſolus, 
ſed abi tres, Eccleſia eſt, licet laici. De Exbortat. Caſtita- 
i: 7. edit. Par. 1664. . 
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not Prieſts belonging to ic. To theſe and many 
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as he was ſingular in this Opinion of his, ſo i 
may be obſerv'd, Firſt, That he allows a diff. 
rence in the Chriſtian Cy urch bet wixt the Clergy 
and the People. Secondly, That whatever righ 
every private Chriſtian may have to perform the 
Sacred Offices of the Prieſthood, he ought not to 
_ exerciſe this right, unleſs it be where there ar, 
no Prieſts, Theſe are his Words, [pitar ſi habet 
Tus ſacerdotis in temetipſo, ubi neceſſe eſt, babeass. 
' portet etiam Diſciplinam ſacerdotis, ubi neceſie {i ſM 
habere jus ſacerdotis. But indeed this Opinion of 
his, as it is contrary to the ſenze of the Scripture 
and the Catholick Church, ſo the reaſon he give 
for it is very weak and mean, Vnuſquiſq; enim ſu 
fide vivit, nec eſt perſonarum acceptio, &e, * For 
* every one lives by his own Faith, neither is there 
© reſpec of Perſons with God; for not the Hear. 
* ers of the Law, but the Doers of it, ſhall 
© be juſtificd before God, as the Apoſtle ſays, 
The force of which Argument is this, God is no 
reſpecter of Perſons, therefore *tis no matter who 
executes the Prieſtly Office, a Laick being accept. 
ed by God, if a Doer of the Law, whereas a Cler- 
gyman is not accepted if he be only a Hearer: 
But if this reaſoning be good, all DiſtinQions 
whatſoever muſt be laid aſide, and the Prince up- 
on the Throne have n» difference made betwixt 
himſelf and the Beggar on the Dunghil. But 
*thas always been thought that in the doing of 
things, the validity or efficacy. of which all de- 
pended on the Authority that they are veſted 
with who did them, we are to look no further 
than to ſee whether they have ſuch Authority or 
not. If therefore Chriſt has given to ſome in 
his Church Authority to make Diſciples, to Teach 
and Miniſter in Holy Things © *Tis very * 

5 all 


„ 3 
ad trifling to argue againſt ſuch a Grant, becauſe 
od is ao reſpecter of Perſons, 


Thus then it is plain, that in the Chriſtian 
murch there are Governors and Governed ; and 
hat therefore 'they who are the preſent Paſtors 
ind Miniſters of Chriſt's Church, do not uſurp 
znd lord it over their Brethren, by exerciſing 
hat Power and Authority they are inveſted 
with. If indeed any of the Order have laid claim 

o more Power and Authority than is their due 
Whey are to be blam'd. But 'tis not juſt to 
charge the Office it ſelf with the Miſtakes and 
aults of ſome particular Perſons that belong to 
t, But, | 1 


Secondly, It has been urg'd, that the Cler- 
py are a ſelf-intereſted deſigning Body of Men, 
aad have invented Doctrines for their own Ad- 
antage. But to this 'tis eaſie to reply, That 
f to accuſe be ſufficient to make Men guilty, 
twon't be very eaſie to find any innocent. 
Tis true indeed, there is a Revenue eſtabliſh- 
d by Law for the Encouragement and Main- 
tenance of the Miniſters of this Church. And 
is it not reaſonable that they who preach the 
oſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel ? *Tis well 


No 

- known, that as things are now when we have 

ut Not the gift of Miracles, nor diverſities of Tongues, 

Men can't be qualified for the diſcharge of the 
Office of a Miniſter without a great deal of 


Labour, Time and Expence. And who is there 
that goes a Warfare at his own Charge ? 
Since we do, not freely receive, is it reaſon- 
able that we ſhould freely give? Have nor + > 
Publick Miniſters their Salaries and Penſions ? 
79 © 1 >. Do 


(20) | 
Do not the Learned Judges of the Law re. Wſrz 
ceive an Honourable Allowance and Mainte. at 
nance ? And why ſhould what the Miniſters of WW: | 
Religion have allowed them for their Encou. i 
ragement and Maintenance, be thought work Ha 
of? Or, why ſhould they alone be repreſent. Ch 
ed as byaſsd by their Preferments, aud eſpouſig Wil 
Opinions right or wrong, on account of thoſe being 


Anner'd to them? Are the great Officers of the | 


Crown thought the worſe of on account of th cot 
Profits belonging to their Places? Are the pet 
Honourable Judges ſuſpected to be biaſs'd hy Sul 
their Salary, and to take up their Opinion; 1 
right or wrong, on account of that's being an. Wyſe! 
nexed to their Places? If they are not, muſt i the 
not be reckon'd very partial as well as abuſn Wh kai 
thus to charge and accuſe thoſe who Miniſter in gte 
Holy Things? 


Tis certain, that the Law of the Land h inc 
which theſe Encouragements are ſettled, have we 
quite another Opinion of them. That inſtead Sic] 
of biaſſing the Clergy they ſerve to keep then r 
uncorrupted, by placing them above the Temp ma 
tation of being oblig'd to- flatter the vices, Ml bee 
and Propheſie ſmooth things of the follies d wh 
Wicked and Impious Men. It obſerves ver cul 
juſtly, That the Clergy's depending for their . tim 
ceſſary Maintenance upon the Good: Will and I. qui 
king of their Hearers, have been and are ther: ofte 
by under Temptation of too much complying, and ſui. in: 


— 


Vid. preamble to the Act for making more effefual Hr 
Mafeſty s gracious Intent ions for the Augmentation of tit 
Maintenance of the poor Clergy, &c. 

| | "ne 
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their Doctrine: and Teaching to the Humours, 
aber than the good of their Hearers, 

- But wherein have the Clergy ſhewn themſelves 
ſo intereſted, and defigning a body of Men? 


ON. 

r{ Wave they gain'd any thing to the Revenue of the 
nt. Church more than of Right anciently belong'd 
in ſo it? 50 far from that, that many Inſtances can 


be produc'd of Pariſh Churches, by the eaſineſs 


in 

K of former Incumbents, ſo* leſſen'd in their In- 
the comes, as to be reduc'd from their being a com- 
the petent Maintenance, to their not affording a bare 


ubſiſtence. Haye the Clergy uſed any extraordi- 
nary ways of Gain? Do they not content them- 
Jſelves with the Fees allow'd them by the Law, 
thö' very ſmall, and can it be ſhewn, that they 
have ever attempted to exact and demand 
greater? 3 wh | 
It has been lately indeed in a publick manner 
inſinuated, that the Clergy in the tendereſt Seaſons 
inculcate to the People a regard for them; as if 
we took advantage of People's Weakneſs and 
Sickneſs, to promote our own Intereſt, and car- 
ry on our ſelfiſh Deſigns. But 'tis very plain and 
manifeſt; that the Clergy of this Church have 
been ſo far from forcing themſelves on People 
when they've been Sick, as that they've been ac- 
cuſed as rather too remiſs in making viſits at that 
time. And I believe it will be found upon en- 
quiry, that excepting the poorer ſort, . who are 
often thro' Fear and Baſhfulneſs, hindred from 
| ſending for the Miniſter, 'tis very rare for the 
Clergy to viſit any ſick Perſon without being firſt 
ſent for: And 'tis but too true that we ſeldom 
are ſent for, till all other Matters are ſettled, 
and that the ſick Perſon is juſt ready to depart. 
We are indeed order'd where there's room and 
9 — oppor- 


(22) 
opportunity for it, * to move ſuch ſick Perſons ui 
are of Ability, to be liberal to the Poor. But beſides 
that as matters are commonly managed, there, 
ſeldom an Opportunity for making any ſuch Ex. 
hortations: Our Ad ver ſarfes will, I believe, be 
hard put to it to produce ſo much as one 
ſingle Inſtance of any endeavours us' d, in the times 
of People's Sickneſs, to get any thing either fo 
our ſelves, or for the Church of which we are 
Miniſters. So far from that, that 'cis the gene, 
ral Practice of the Clergy of this Church to re. aq | 

fuſe taking any thing when offer'd for their At. Md 
tendance on the Sick. Hh | 

On the whole, every unprejudic'd Perſon, mut 
ſurely think the Clergy of this Church very un. d': 
fairly dealt with, in being accuſed of minding ern! 
their Intereſt ſo much, and being ſo very ſelfih; nd 
Since "tis well known that, + near one third d {Whhet 
the Pariſh. Churches in this Kingdom don't ex. ud 
ceed the valve of Thirty Pounds a Vear. An li. 
come that is not grudg'd to even the meaneſt Niace 
Mechanick and day Labourer, and a better than 
which, even our Education alone may fairly enti- 
tle us to, | | 5 

Butbecauſe we won't bold the Truth in Unrighte- ¶ ive 
oxſneſs, but will earneſtly contend for the Faith tba 
was once deliver d to the Saints, or Chriſtian Church; 
for that we won't betray and give up thoſe My- {heir 
ſteries of God of which we are appointed the Sten. 
ards: Therefore are our Biſhops repreſented as the 
Great Penſioners of the World ; and the whole bo- 
dy of the Clergy, as thoſe who are under As aug! 
and Bribes, and byaſs'd by our Hopes and Fears; and obj: 


— 


* Vid. Rubrick in che viſitat. of ebe ſick. 1 Vid. 4 juſ 
and Impartial Character of the Clergy, &c. London, 1704 
| | | That 1 2 
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hat the Doctrines we teach are the more to be que- 
joned and ſuſpected becauſe they are ours. 

pot 'tis ſaid, That the Clergy have invented 
doctrines to advance their own Intereſt, The 
doctrines of the Trinity and Incarnation are men- 
ion d as Inſtances. But it deſerves to be ſhewn 
hat particular Intereſt the Clergy can have in 
eaching theſe Doctrines, more than other Chri- 
ans, Is it that we increaſe our Authority, and 
dd to our Reputation by them; as if we knew 
nd underſtood more than others? This cannot 
ruly be ſaid, ſince we profeſs to teach no other 
Doctrine than what the Holy Scriptures contain, 
nd they are in every body's Hands to conſult and 
ervſe. And accordingly the People are preſs'd 
nd exhorted to ſearch the Scriptures, and to fee 


whether the things we teach are ſo or no, * we 


andle not the Word of God deceitfully, we are not 
many, which corrupt the Word of God; but as of 
incerity, but as of God ſpeak we in Chriſt, 


Thirdly, The Clergy of this Church have been 
efamed, by being repreſented as Enemies to the 
iberty of the People, and the Preachers of Sla- 
ery and Arbitrary Power, And all becauſe they 
ave taught that Subjects are to be obedient to 
heir Sovereigns, and not to. reſiſt and take up 
\rms to oppoſe their Authority. For tis not, 
b far as J know, ſo much as pretended: that e- 


fer the Clergy in any of their Sermons have 


avght, that Princes might lawfully oppreſs their 
ubjeAs, and Tyrannize over their Bodies and 
ſtates. Now, as *chas heen obſerv'd, one would 
hink that this was a Doctrine that ought not 


—_— 


— — 


*2 Cor. 4. 2. 2, 17. 
to 
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to expoſe the Teachers of it to any more ſuffer: 
ings, than what they had oblig'd themſelve: I 
undergo. | : | 
- Befides, it ought to be conſider'd, how mud 
this Nation had ſuffer'd, and how: lately it wy 
eſcaped from the Wreck it had endur'd by th 
People's Rebelling againſt their lawful Sovereigy 
And how natural it is for burnt Children u 
dread the Fire, and for Perſons who had ſuffere 
ſo much by it, to do all they could to ſecuy 
themſelves, and their fellow Subjects from comiq; 
again into that ſtate of Anarchy and Confuſiqy, 
which they had ſo lately been delivered from, 

Further, it was declared by the publick Ay 
thority of the Realm, * That by the undouht 
© ed and fundamental Laws of this Kingdonil 
© neither the Peers of this Realm, nor the Com Hut 
© mons, nor both together in Parliament, not 
© out of Parliament, nor the People colleCtively 
© or repreſentatively, nor any other perſoy 
* whatſoever, ever had, have, hath, or ovgh 
© to have any Coercive power over the King 
© of this Realm, + That both or either of the 
© Houſes of Parliament cannot, nor lawfully my 
© raiſe or levy any War, Offenſive or Oefen 
© ſive againſt the King, his Heirs or lawful Sus 
© ceſſors: That it is not lawful upon any prefWan 
© tence whatſoever, to take Arms againſt tein 
King. Beyond theſe Declarations, I. believe i 
will be found that the Clergy never went in an 
of their Sermons and Diſcourſes: And 'tis no er 
fair therefore to accuſe us of injuring the RightyMtrur 
and Liberties of our fellow Subjects, when we hart 
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Law of the Land. „ | 
Farther, *tis a part of the Inſtructions given 
0 thoſe who are appointed to teach others, * to 
but them in mind to be ſubject to Principalities and 
Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates. And in Obedi- 
nce therefore to theſe Inſtructions, we think it 
zur Duty to exhort thoſe under our care to Þ| 
he ſubjeck to the higher Powers, and not to reſiſt but 
ubmit themſelves, to every ordinance of Man for the 
yd's ſake, If we have preſs'd this in general 


nig 6 
oh rerms, without making any Exceptions, or af- . 
n. Nigning any Caſes, wherein it is lawful for Sub- 
au ects to reſiſt their Princes, and defend them- 


ſelves, it ought to be attributed to this, that the 
Holy Scriptures, according to which we govern 
bur ſelves, and from - whence we take our No- 
ions, have ſaid nothing about ſuch Caſes, but 
are wholly Silent. 5 = En 
I only add that the Clergy of this Church 
ave Rights and Liberties, as well as other Men 
nd are to be ſuppoſed as tender and careful of 
the the Preſervation of them. And tis therefore 
m acbaritable to ſuppoſe, that they ſhould: deſign- 
feu betray them and give them up. We are 
Sno leſh and Blood as well as our Neighbours, and 
pre an as ill bear the ſpoiling of our Goods, and 
tieWcing made Slaves as others. *Tis indeed inſinu- 
re ted, that we ſhall be exempted from the com- 
on Fate of our fellow-Subjects, and be the bet- 
er thought of by our Princes, for being the [n- 
ruments of the Enlargement of their Power, 
nd maintaining their Sovereignity. But this. 
an't be any inducement to Perſons, that have 


— 


* Titus 3. 1. T Rom. 13. 1. Pet. 2. 13. 
1.273 


8 any 


Gid and affirm'd no more than is affirm'd by the 
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any ſenſe of Humanity, to raiſe themſelves upq 
the ruin of others, and to enlarge their own Priv. 
leges at the Ex pence of leſſening thoſe that be. 
long to other People. Beſides, that the Clergy 
of this Kingdom have Families of their own, aul 
it can't but damp their joy amidſt the Favoun 
and cateſſes beſtow'd on their own Perſons, u 
think what a Condition their Poſterity will be 
in. Were we indeed ſingle and independent, 
there might then be ſomething in the Sugge 
ſtion; But as we are incorporated into thei ce! 
State, and have Relations and Lependants, i ſp: 
muſt be very unnatyral and cruel to help u 
make them Slaves, and contribute to their On Di 

preſſion, : | 


© Laſlly, It has been objected in order to defam a 
the Clergy of this Church, that they are utter all 
againſt a Toleration of thoſe that differ fron ſte 
them in matters of Religion, and are of a fie Hi 
and a perſecuting Spirit. But we may ventur 
to challenge our Ad verſaries, to produce any ori 25 
publick AQ, or Declaration of the Clergy of thi cn 
Church, approving of any Force or Severity pe 
be uſed in matters of Religion, or intimatin Ml tic 
that tis lawful to puniſh Men with civil Mulde De 
or. Penalties, for not conforming to the Lani an: 
and Cuſtoms of this Church. But becauſe Di 
have, as we think our ſelves in Conſcience o ſtr 
ligd to do, exhorted our Hearers to keep I c01 
Unity of the Spirit; becauſe we endeavour to ſhen 
the great Danger, and ſinfulneſs of Schiſm an fig! 
Separation: Becauſe we think that they who cu 1 
occ ſi nalñ communicate with that part of the fire 
Chriſtian” Church, in which Providence has plact 
them, may, nay ought to do ſo always ; therefore 
are we repreſented as Enemies to a Toleration, ai * 

Py Le” dl 
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It 
« it little becomes thoſe who complain of vs, to 
be. WW upbraid vs with being ſo. Witneſs their fierce 
ror WW Rage againſt us, and their cruel Mockings, and 
a WY unreaſonable Inſultings of us, as if we were the 
Filth of the World, the Offscouring of all Things. 


But to conclude, Be perſwaded not to heark- 
en to theſe Scoffers, nor too ealily to be- 
lieve the hard and unreaſonable Speeches of 
theſe gainſayers. Remember that 'tis your con- 
cern as well as ours, that we ſhonld be re- 
ſpected and well receiv'd 3 ſince we are the 
* Savour of Life unto Life, or of Death unto , 
Death. Beſides, that 'tis one of the Commands 
of Him whoſe Name you are called by, to - 
eſteem thoſe highly in Love that labour in the Word 
| and Doctrine, for their Works ſake, And he has 
aſſur'd you, that || they who deſpiſe His Mini- 
ſters ; He ſhall reckon the Affront as offer'd to 
Himſelf, 3 - 8 | 

We don't indeed pretend to deny, but that 
as our Treaſure is committed. to us in Earth- 
en Veſſels, we are liable to Faults and Im- 
perfections, we have our Paſſions_and Infirmi- 
ties, as well as others: But were our Faults and 
Defects greater than they are, they who defame 
and vilifie us are the leaſt qualified to throw 
Dirt at us. Their Graces are not more illu- 
ſtrious, nor their Vertue and Goodneſs more 
conſpicuous, _ Er L 

We don't therefore deſire that you wou'd 
fight our Battels, as the Laity have. been late- 
ly repreſented as always ready to do. We de- 
lire not to engage you in any of our private 


F 2 Cor. 2. 16. T 1 Theſs« J. 13. fl Luke 10. 16. 4 
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and perſonal Diſputes. If any of us s have dot 
ill, the Law is open, nor do we ,delire to hy 


; juſtified and protected. But we think it your! 


Duty as Chriſtians, not to be aſham' d of th 


Goſpel: of Chriſt, nor to be unwilling to vindid 


cate and magnifie the Office of thoſe who preich 
ir, ſo long as we claim no more Power that 
that. gives us; nor dont refuſe to be 'g 
vern'd by the Inftrnftions there laid down? 
We are obiiz'd to let you know that we art 
fo be reſpeRted as the Stewards of the Myſterigj 
of God to long as we are found faithful. | 

Let us all then learn ro know them who“ 14. 


bour amoneſt us and admoniſh us. Let us re 


ſpect their Perſons, regard their Inſtructions 
and magnifie their Office. If any of thoſe who! 
Miniſter in Holy Things act pnworthy of ther 


Holy Character and Calling, let us not charge 


the Office with the favits of the Men Buft 
rather: if any one be overtaken with a Fault, 
reſtore ſuch an one ins the Spirit of Meekneſg 
conſidering your felves leſt you alſo be temp- 
ted. To conclude all, Let us pray in the 
Words of this Church, * Thar the Chriſtian? 
* Church may always be ordered, and guided 

by falthtul and true Paſtors, who may con- 


85 ſtantly ſpeak. the Truth, boldly rebuke Vice, 


and patiently ſuffer for the Truth's ſake, and 
, 3 we may be joined together in Unity gf 
Spirit by their Doctrine, that we may be made 
an Holy: Temple acceptable unto God,” thro | 
* Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 1 


1 gt -—— 2. 
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